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Our 2010 Delegation to Manzanar 

 
 
In 2010, the Only What We Can Carry Project (OWWCC) at Global Source Education embarked upon 
its second year. OWWCC brings together citizens and educators to bridge classroom and community 
around lessons about exclusion, inclusion, culture and identity.  This locally grown initiative organized 
its second delegation of Bainbridge Island educators and community members to retrace the journey 
of internment by visiting Manzanar.  New this year, OWWCC organized a groundbreaking summer 
institute to educate local teachers about the history and heritage of Bainbridge Island through the lives 
of members and descendants of our “original” community. 
 
 
A Second Delegation to Manzanar  
Last year, our 2009 delegation included teachers from Wilkes and Briedablik Elementary Schools. Our 
second delegation involved a partnership with Sakai Intermediate School. Our team of four from Sakai 
was accompanied by returning community members  Kazuko “Kay” Sakai Nakao, who was 22 years 
old at the start of the internment, along with Frank Kitamoto and Lilly Kodama, who were 3 & 7 year 
old siblings, and Mary Woodward, daughter of former Bainbridge Review editors, Walt and Millie 
Woodward. Her book, “In Defense of Our Neighbors”, like last year, served as a valuable local source 
for our teachers.   We were also honored to have retired BISD teacher, Hisa Matsudaira, join our 
delegation.  

This year we partnered with Sakai, not only because of the school’s namesake, but because, at 90 
years of age, Kay Sakai Nakao was returning to Manzanar for what might be her last time.  The team 
from Sakai included Principal Jim Corsetti, 6th grade teachers Shelley Minor and Kris Hotchkiss, and 
school librarian Kathy Ellison.  Accompanying Kay on this trip were Jo Vander Stoep, former Sakai 
Principal, and Kay’s son Bruce, his son Zack, and his wife Marilynn, who all had not been to 
Manzanar.  Jonathan Garfunkel of Global Source Education, and Katy Curtis from the BI Historical 
Museum, organized and facilitated the delegation.  We also received the incredible support and 
involvement of the National Park Service Staff at the Manzanar Historic Site. 
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The different mix of individuals has made each journey unique.  At the Manzanar Historic Site, Sakai 
educators followed Kay, Frank, Lilly and Hisa as they walked the steps from where the site of their 
barracks at Block 3 were, over to where the shower room, laundry room, and toilets had been.  Hisa, 
who speaks of how protected she was by her parents, (she recalls playing despite the circumstances) 
crouched down low into a little ball to demonstrate how she remembered trying to avoid the harsh 
wind and stinging sand.  She led a few educators on a mission and found tumbleweed to roll, and 
chased the prickly ball across the dusty path.  During our time two days at Manzanar, our community 
members gave a public presentation to visitors and the local community of Independence, CA about 
life on Bainbridge before internment, and life at Manzanar, and its impact on their lives. 
 

 
 

 
In the presence of her family, and current and former Sakai staff, Kay Nakao shared her memories of 
leaving Bainbridge and her family being incarcerated at Manzanar.  Bruce said before this trip he had 
not felt a connection to the story since he did not experience it.  Afterwards, he felt part of the story.  
He said that “hearing the colorful comments like of the weather, and the dust storms …(and) 
understanding what my parents and their friends went through, was an enlightening and moving 
experience.”  Kay’s grandson, Zack shared that his visit brought up feelings of anger about the 
injustice his family experienced.  When he put himself in his grandparents’ shoes, Zack said he thinks 
he would have been furious.  When asked what the students of Sakai should be learning about the 
internment experience, Zack said, the sense of “dignity, and the strength of his grandparents as they 
endured this hardship.” Bruce was glad to have had the chance to be there with Zack and Marilynn, 
“We feel so blessed to have been there with my mother.  She has such stamina!”   
 
This delegation was special in the way it helped to strengthen the Sakai School legacy.  As one of the 
few schools in the country to have a Japanese American namesake, and a namesake so tied to the 
Island’s history and heritage, it was quite special to have the direct descendents of the Sakai Family 
on this journey.  Sakai School educators brought home powerful lessons learned from this shared 
experience of bearing witness.   All of the members of the delegation felt fortunate to experience this 
journey, and bring their passion, these stories, and an enhanced awareness back to Bainbridge.  As 
Shelley Minor shared, “It has been a very meaningful experience, and I know the images, the sense of 
place, the sharing of experiences, and my growing awareness and insights will enhance my teaching 
of this history.  I am very grateful for having had this opportunity.”  
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Our Inaugural Summer Institute 
 
This August, just before the start of the school year, a team of OWWCC staff and volunteers 
organized a locally grown summer institute around the central questions that are informing the work of 
this project: 
 
• What can the study of the exclusion for Bainbridge Islanders during WWII teach us about our 

community before, during and since? 
• What can this experience of exclusion teach us about the experience of inclusion that ultimately 

made Bainbridge unique to so many other communities that experienced WWII? 
• How have our identity and values as a community been shaped and influenced by that 

experience?   
 
The experience of internment during WWII is a Bainbridge Island story, not just a story of the 
Japanese American community. This professional development program was conceived to assist 
educators and schools in grounding a culture of curriculum, and to enrich teaching and learning about 
this local period of global conflict and crisis. The program’s aim is to study life on Bainbridge Island 
leading up to WWII, the experience of internment, and how it impacted our community and helped 
shape it’s identity to the present.  The focus is on the experience of inclusion as much as exclusion, 
for Japanese Americans and the entire Bainbridge Island community. 
 
A team of teachers from every school in the Bainbridge District was invited to enrich and enliven their 
curriculum through first hand encounters with primary sources – three generations of Bainbridge 
Islanders who grew up before, during and after the period of WWII.  Through teacher-elder interviews, 
panel discussions, readings, and documentaries, participants learned about our community’s history 
and heritage from the living voices of Bainbridge Island current and former residents.  Honored 
community guests included:  Jacques Alloin, Karen McCormic Beierle, Reid Hansen, Earl Hanson, 
Frank Kitamoto, Lilly Kitamoto Kodama, Betty Walberg Kossen, Hisa Hayashida Matsudaira, Kay 
Sakai Nakao, Bill Nakao, Felix Narte, Vern Nakata, Wayne Nakata, Doreen Almazan Rapada, Toshi 
Yukawa Sunohara, Tom Thatcher, Mary Woodward Pratt, and Yae Sakai Yoshihara. 
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During the second day of the program, we sent teams of teachers, with community members as 
guides, on a tour of Bainbridge Island. Teams visited places like Blakely Harbor, the Memorial on 
Taylor Avenue, Suyematsu Farm, and the Historical Museum.  These intimate tours locations like their 
guide’s family homes, businesses and farms.  The tours were followed by district and grade level 
discussions about teaching, and learning, across the curriculum and grade level, and about ways to 
bridge the cultures of local schools and community. 
 
One teacher shared that the summer institute helped her “to feel a part of the community. Hearing the 
elders' stories and being drawn into their world helps someone who has not grown up here feel like 
part of the ongoing story of BI." Another teacher reflected that this professional experience solidified 
“the desire to make sure that the students know Bainbridge Island history for their own sakes." 
 
Through partnerships that bridge school and community, we are anchoring and sustaining a local 
legacy of learning in our schools and community surrounding the experience of exclusion, inclusion 
citizenship and community, for this and future generations.  In 2011, we plan to lead our third 
delegation to Manzanar and present our second summer institute for local educators.  We are also 
working on a program for the Island community and developing a series of courses for local educators 
during the school year. 
 
Our OWWCC programs have been produced as an act of community service to Bainbridge Island 
Schools. During a time of major budget cuts in our public schools, we have underwritten these 
programs through grants, donations, and volunteer time, so there was no charge to the district, nor 
tuition asked from participating educators.  
 
We are grateful to the Walt and Milly Woodward Foundation for a seed grant that helped with the 
major expenses for our 2010 delegation and summer institute.  We want our other partners and 
collaborators, including Bainbridge Island School District, Sakai Intermediate School, BIJAC, BI 
Historical Museum, Manzanar Historic Site & National Park Service, Multicultural Advisory Council 
and Town and Country Market.  We are grateful for the contributions of these organizations and the 
many individuals who helped make these programs possible. 
 
So far the community investment has yielded a tremendous educational return at Wilkes, Breidablik 
and Sakai schools, as well as, enriched classrooms at Blakely, Ordway, Odyssey, Woodard and 
Bainbridge High School.   
 
You can learn more about OWWCC at www.globalsourcenetwork.org.  
 
We are seeking contributions to underwrite our 2011 program season.  If you would like to make a 
contribution to support OWWCC, you can do so directly through Global Source Education, or through 
Bainbridge One Call for All (look for “The EduCulture Project at Global Source Education”). 
 
	  


